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MATT D!NNIMAN

Reward: You've received a Train Conductor's Souvenir Hat!

Wear it with pride!

"It's a subway car," I said. S(/e hurtled through a tunnel, racing

toward some unknown destination.

A double aisle of seats, facing inward, filled the train car. The
seats were made of beige molded plastic with brown cushions that
were ripped and tagged with marker and spray paint. The words

were in nonsensical letters in the Cyrillic alphabet. The floor was

dingy and pocked. Scorch marks dotted the plastic walls. Poles rose

to the ceiling at rcgrtlar intervals and also rafl the length of the car.

The whole place smelled like a pile of dead rats.

The train car was empty except for our pafty.
"Its a Metro car ftom Moscow," Katra said. "But the ones I rode

were in much better condition than this. And cleaner." Her facehad
returned to the mostly human, blond-haired form she'd held eadier.

Her nose had been knocked halfway around her face the last time I'd
seen her in her doppelganger form, but she'd willed it back into
place.

At the end of the subway car was a closed door with no window.

Above the door hung a small electric sign with red words scrolling
across the top.

Red Line, Ear 20. Next stop: Sirin Station [AtJ in 12 minutes and

32 seconds.

"Everybody get dressed," I said. I sat down in the chair and

quickly-began the process of putting my gear back on. I briefly ex-

amined the stupid train hat we'd received, and it was junk. It wasnt
rrragical lt was a simple blue-and-white hat one would see on a tod-
dler. It had the words "I rode the Iron Tangle" embrdidered on it.

"Carl, it says I have to pick a new class because of my Charucter

Actor skill. I only have six minutes to choose, or I will get a 'random'

, THE DUlrlGE0

one," Donut said. "The I

'before."
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MATT DINNIMAN

My Escape Plan skill couldnt find any directions or maps, at leasr

not in this car. The skill worked great, but you had to know where

the hidden maps were before you could utilize it.
"til(/ow," Katia said. "My constiturion is double what it normally

is. Im at lO2.I have an active momenrum bonus even rhough I'm
not moving."

"Good," I said. That rueans you're lilr nteat sbield,I didnt add. "I
hope that's by design. Otherwise, I wouldn't get used to it. If the

showrunners didn't mean for that to happen, you can bet it'll be

patched out tonight."

If we were going to be doing a lot of close-quarters fighting this
level, that meant I needed to work on my hand-to-hand. Last floor

had been all about explosions. I suspected rhar was going to take a

back seat here.

DoNUr: S0, SHOULD I UO THE FOOTBALL HOOLIGAN 0R THE

FIRECRAEKER ELASS? OUICK, I'M ALMOST OUT OF TIME.

MoRDECAI: Hooligan. lf you're going to be stuck in a series of

fubes, it's the best choice. lt comes with a momentum

bonus and severalteam buffs. Plus the Mascot skill, which

gives a bonus fo Mongo.

Donut glowed for a moment.

DoNUr: I UID lT. I GOT THE MASCOT SKILL! BUT I DIDN'T GET

GROUP EHANT OR MOVING RIOT. I GOT THE 10 POINTS TO

MY CONSTITUTION, THOUGH.

MoRDECAT: Damn. Ehant would've been good. Okay, you fhree. t

iust peeked my head out of my room, and I am in what

appears to be a train station seftlemenf. If looks as if the

stores and inns are placed at these stations. fnt is a

bigger one where you can switch between three different
train routes. One of the frains is a subway like you

described, but anofher is much larger. Like a regular

r fHE DUNGEOI

. transconfinental raih

' and see if you can fil
CARL: 10-4. By the way.l

MORDECAI: So you made

we'llfalk.

I looked at Donut- I trie
ing away from Artisr Alle

were the +5 to dexterirs an<

received a few extra coins

wasn't much. The loss of rI
worst paft. "So what do ro

The ground rattled a
flickered.

"I only got a couple of n
raised my damage if we s
one is Mascot. If Mongo de

party receives a bonus rc &
the bonus lasts for a couplr

"That is a good one," I
'AIso, my constirutiofl \

called Guinness that doubl
'Are you serious?"

"Quite," she said- "So

we'll need to stop at the ch:

GARL: Mordecai, is it me

we were offered Hr
MoRDECAI: lt's an uninte

classes weren't aYd

minimum requiremen

classes she's offerer

another benefit I had

level 5 Negofiation s,
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MATT DINNIMAN

you guys left the third floor, she'd raised the skill to level 7

thanks to all that selling you did. When she lost fhat class,

the five Ievels went away, but she retained the two she'd

received, including the skill experience, so it actually

bumped itself up to four on its own.

CARL: Wait, I don't undersfand. So if she gets a temporary

skill, she keeps it the next floor down? What about fhe stat
point increases?

MoRDEcAI: She won't keep the sfaf points. But as long as she

uses a skill enough to level it at least once, it looks like

she'll keep if, minus the levels she received as being a part

of thaf class. Skill experience is a complicated, under-the-

hood metric crawlers can't see. lt takes a lot fo break the

cherry, so fo say, and obfain level 1. But once you're in,

you're in. So in other words, use Mongo as much as you

can, and you'll keep that Mascot benefit. Also, from now on,

we should keep an eye out for classes with rare spells. lf
she Ievels the spell at least once, then I think she'll keep it.

cARL: That seems like a bug.

MORDECAI: I think it might be. So don't talk about it out loud or

bring attention fo it. They probably won't notice until she

manages to keep a spell from one floor to the next. Now

get to work. l'll Iook for a map, but you should, too.

"Katia," I said. "You have the Pathflndet skill. Do you see any-

thing?"
"The skill is only level three. It was level one when I got it, and

it's hard to upgrade. I have to keep my map open all the way to train
it. My old game guide said I needed to find at:mrining guild to really

boost it. I can zoom my map out really big, but when I do, I dont
see much. There are tubes everywhere, like u rnJs of noodles.

Though a minute ago,I sau/ anothet truin rush by on another track

on the other side of this wall, shooting offat an angle from us. As for

this train, there are 20 carc, and we're on the last one."

, THE DUI{GEO

, "Can you see any moh
' "No. It usually doeso

stairwell or a safe room, fl
ber 15 is shaped differend
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I examined the back s
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Mongo pushed his war to

tical poles. If he got mrx
going to become a protiler
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something added by .h..
open gangway where one

peded. Above, the timer t
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"Don't worry sweede-
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